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Minutes of St Helen Without Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 21st October 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in The Music Room, Cothill School. 

 
Present: Cllr. M. Page (Chair), Cllr D. Churchouse, Cllr M. Littleboy, Cllr M Rusby, Cllr S Rusby 
Absent: Cllr R. Bahu 
 
Also in attendance: W Bates (Clerk), Cllr N. Benchiba-Savenius (remotely), Cllr Clegg, Cllr Stevens 
 
1) To note apologies for absence – Cllr R. Bahu 
2) To receive any Declarations of Interest from Councillors relating to items on the Agenda - 

None. 
3)  To receive reports from District and County Councillors 

County Councillor Stevens 
i) Cllr Stevens sought the views of the Parish Council on the plans for the airfield site. 

The Chair stated the Parish Council’s position accepting that this would be developed.  
Cllr Stevens explained that the redevelopment of this is the major aspect of the Local 
Plan. 

ii) Highways and traffic management issues were discussed 
iii) It was stressed that infrastructure provision should be in place ahead of the 

development 
iv) Engagement with the County Council Highways representative has yielded little 

progress with the existing issues of Barrow Road and Cothill. Cllr Stevens suggested 
that the Placemaking Team within Highways at the County Council may be able to 
assist (details to be provided by Cllr Stevens).  The suggestion to contact the 
Conservation Officer at the Vale of White Horse District Council was discussed.  

v) The question was raised of Fix My Street Super Users; it was confirmed that Cllrs M 
Rusby, Cllr S Rusby and Cllr Page have been set up as Super Users. 

District Councillor Clegg 
i) The draft JLP has gone out for its final round of consultation before submission to the 

Planning Inspectorate in early December 
ii) The Planning Inspectorate recently rejected Oxford City Council’s draft Local Plan due 

to unrealistically high housing targets within it (but which would need to be built in 
the districts surrounding Oxford, rather than within the city itself). South and Vale had 
previously responded ‘robustly’ to City’s plans and we are very pleased with this 
news. 

iii) Parish Councillors will be aware of significant flooding across the country in 
September, with Abingdon among the areas badly affected. As with Storm Henk in 
January, Cllr Clegg is not aware of serious problems across Marcham ward but would 
like to be advised if otherwise. 

iv) Regarding the reservoir, DEFRA has finally responded to letters from the Vale Leader, 
Cllr Bethia Thomas, and the response from the Under Secretary has been published 
on the Vale’s website – the Parish Council notes the Vale’s concerns about the 
reservoir and supports their objections. 

v) The new draft Joint Street Trading Policy was considered at a meeting of the General 
Licencing Committee on 30th September and the draft policy has now gone out to 
public consultation 

4) To receive updates relating to airfield events and related issues - MOD Station Admin 
Manager, David O’Hara & Cllr S Rusby 



 

 2024-10 Page | 2  

a) The improved communication relating to events has been much appreciated. 
b) Calendar of events for 2025 is close to being ready for publication 
c) A new event is planned for a celebration of the army in July 
d) Apache Helicopters will be based at the site from 2-8th March 
e) A site disposal meeting has been held; by 2027 remediation and/or building will 

commence 
f) The concerns with residents putting gates from their gardens onto Crown Land were 

raised again; dogs have been known to attack those using the airfield and people have 
been going onto the runway during events causing danger.  There is no public right of 
way. 

g) The Defense Infrastructure Organisation has delayed their consultation till after the 
completion of the Local Plan 2041 

h) Cllr Stevens encouraged the Council to apply for the Councillor Priority Fund before 
November. 

5) To note matters raised by members of the public  
None 

6) To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2024 
The minutes of the Committees Meeting and the Full Council meeting were approved. 

7) To receive the Clerk’s Report. 

• National Conference – key points 
.i. use of AI to help with tasks including such things as providing summaries of 

Minutes to use in social media and publications.  
.ii. The importance of play in society 

.iii. Updates on Martyn’s Law 

.iv. The importance of the Parish Council sector in creating meaningful change in 
our world 

.v. The impact of the digital switchover on individuals within our communities 
.vi. Looking at planning applications 

• Unity Multipay card is still awaited.  This has been escalated following the Clerk’s 
conversation with Unity Trust Bank at the Conference. 

• Phone – still awaiting payment card to arrange this; looking at setting up a virtual 
landline at £7.29 ex VAT per month plus pay-as-you-go SIM as phone will mostly be 
used within the Clerk’s Office. 

• Website – continuing to update however, the “.co.uk” WordPress subscription has 
expired so the old .co.uk email forwarding will no longer work 

• Planning applications now being received 

• Parish Online Mapping to be sorted from those Councillors who do not yet have 
access. 

8) To receive updates on the following items: 
a) Sandleigh Road Recreation Ground - Cllr Littleboy; the Insurance Company has advised 

that checks should be done weekly. Clerk to ask for paint type details from MRH Services.  
b) Road Verges Grass Cutting - Cllr Littleboy – these are due to be done in October. 
c) Highways Issues - Cllr M Rusby: 

i)   Barrow Road verge erosion issue – this is to be followed up with the Conservation 
Officer. The Speed Indication Device in Barrow Road has been switched off. 

ii) Speed and traffic calming measures in Cothill - Archer Strips for traffic monitoring 
have been installed in Cothill.  
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d) Dalton Barrack Development and engagement with the Defense Infrastructure 
Organisation - Cllr Bahu – Cllr Page has spoken with the Chair of Wootton Parish Council 
and a 50% split has been agreed in principle.  

9) To receive an update on the new Noticeboards and consider the requirement to obtain 
planning permission for a location not on Parish Land – the purchase of the Noticeboard for 
Cothill has been progressed. Planning Permission of advertising for the one in Barrow Road 
was required. It was agreed that Planning Permission be applied for. 

10) To review the ROSPA/Play Safety annual inspection of the play and gym equipment on the 
Sandleigh Recreation Ground and consider necessary actions – Cllr Littleboy – the issues need 
to be progressed.   

11) To agree Mick Herring's maintenance of the play and gym equipment on the Sandleigh 
Recreation Ground – Cllr Littleboy – quote from MRH Services and Caloo is awaited for the 
items requiring repair. 

12) To consider the quotes for the resurfacing of the entrance path to Sandleigh Road Recreation 
Ground – Cllrs Page and Littleboy – It was agreed to accept the quote from G&I Ayres for 
£13,884 ex VAT subject to confirmation of a form of guarantee.  Advance notice is to be given 
to the neighbours and notices to be put up at the entrance in advance to warn users. 

13) To consider re-siting the Speed Indication Device on Barrow Road – the locations are decided 
on by Oxfordshire County Council Highways.  It was proposed that once the Vehicle Activated 
Sign is removed, the Speed Indication Device sign be placed on that pole and the one from 
the Speed Indication Device is removed. The diameter of the pole is to be checked first. 

14) To consider the proposed Communication Policy - Cllr Benchiba-Savenius – the proposed 
Communication Policy was adopted. 

15) To agree the finalisation and distribution of the Annual Parish Report – it was agreed to delay 
the distribution of the letter until the Freepost Address is available. 

16) To consider the proposal to set up a WhatsApp group to check on the well-being of 
individuals living alone – Cllr Littleboy – it was suggested that further research was done into 
this and whether there is an existing system that can be supported.  Cllr Littleboy to follow 
up. 

17) To consider the next steps for the Joint Local Plan 2041 – Cllr Bahu – a public meeting has 
been organized by the Parish Council for the 7th November in the Church Hall. 

18) To consider any requirements for winter preparedness for salt or salt bins – Clerk – it was 
agreed that this was not required. 

19) Governance 
a) To note the completion of the External Audit – this was noted. 
b) To agree the appointment of an Internal Auditor for 2024-25 – It was agreed to re-appoint 

D O’Brian as the Internal Auditor. 
20) Finance 

a) To agree the list of payments and any additional invoices presented for payment in since 
the circulation of the agenda – the following list of payments was approved: 
Ref no Details  Payment 

Total Method 

b30 SLCC Training  £           718.00  BACS 

b31 BGG/Grass Cutting  £           138.60  bacs 

b32 Mick Herring/SID sign relocation  £             90.00  bacs 

b33 Mick Herring/Play area inspection  £             77.00  BACS 

b34 Moore SA/External Audit  £           252.00  BACS 

b35 Playsafety/Annual Inspection  £           141.60  BACS 

b36 Shield Maintenance Ltd/Bin Emptying  £             46.80  bacs  
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b37 Parish Online/Mapping  £           134.40  bacs 

b38 Shield Maintenance Ltd/Bin Emptying  £             46.80  bacs  

b39 Clerk Salary/Month 6 September  £           469.43  so 

b39ii Clerk Salary/Month 6 underpayment  £           115.40  bacs 

b40 Nest/Month 6  £             92.48  dd 

b41 Unity Bank/Service Charge  £             18.00  DD 

b) To note the list of receipts – the following receipts were noted: 
Date Details  Payment Total 

31/07/2024 bank interest  £             81.89  

30/08/2024 bank interest  £             74.47  

30/04/2024 bank interest  £             82.96  

31/05/2024 bank interest  £             77.35  

28/06/2024 bank interest  £             69.68  

03/05/2024 Grass Cutting  £        1,302.77  

04/10/2024 precept  £       24,958.50  

30/09/2024 bank interest  £           101.78  

c) To note the bank reconciliation to 30th September 2024 – Cllr Churchouse has been given 
the finance documents to check this and will advise accordingly. 

d) To review of the current financial position against Budget -the overall position was noted. 
e) To consider the request for a grant from  

i)     Citizen’s Advice – it was agreed to provide a grant of £500 
ii) Friends of Shippon – it was agreed to provide a grant of £300 for the Christmas Tree 

21) Planning: 
a) Planning Applications Received: 
Reference; Location/Description; Date Registered/Response Date 

P24/V2186/HH 

Byways Cothill Road Cothill Abingdon OX13 6QQ 

Raised roof to front projecting gable, insertion of two first floor windows in front elevation 

and rear utility pitched roof removed and replaced. 

10 October 2024/04 November 2024 

P24/V1932/HH 

80 Honeybottom Lane Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6BX 

Proposed first floor side & rear extension, single storey rear extension. Front porch. 

5 September 2024/01 October 2024 

P24/V1866/HH 

1 Barrow Road Shippon Abingdon Oxfordshire OX13 6JF 

Construction of single storey side extension 

2 September 2024/26 September 

b) Planning Applications Approved: 
Reference; Location/Description; Date Registered; Decision 

P24/V1737/HH 

Laburnum Cottage 90 Church Lane Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6JP 

Single storey rear extension 

9 August 2024 

Planning Permission 

P24/V1569/HH 

13 Sandleigh Road Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6DP 

https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V2186/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1932/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1866/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1737/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1569/HH
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Part single and part two storey extension to enlarge existing living space and create an 

attached annex to be used as ancillary accommodation. Dormers to front elevation. 

Alterations to fenestration. (Description amended 30th August 2024- to include the 

proposed annex) 

23 July 2024 

Planning Permission 

P24/V1510/HH 

Walnut Cottage 199 Cothill Road Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6JW 

Installation of a ground mounted solar panel array consisting of one row containing 12 

panels, 6 panels wide and two panels high. Panels will be connected to a storage battery and 

the grid. 

16 July 2024 

Planning Permission 

P24/V1381/HH 

21 Lashford Lane Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6DY 

Rear extension, first floor to extension and existing dwelling plus outbuilding. 

25 June 2024 

Planning Permission 

P24/V0125/HH 

88 Barrow Road Shippon Abingdon OX13 6JQ 

Laying of hardstanding and creation of new access. (Retrospective). (as amended by plans 

received 15 April 2024 and 10 June 2024) 

18 January 2024 

Planning Permission 

P24/V1225/LDP 

Moorhouse Church Lane Dry Sandford Abingdon OX13 6JP 

Proposed extension 

10 June 2024 

Certificate of Lawful Use or Development 

22) To review and note Communications received and to consider any responses if required  
23) To note matters raised by members of the Council and Clerk. 
24) Date of next meeting: 

To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting, which is scheduled for 7.00 p.m. on 

Monday 9th December 2024 in Shippon Church Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at: 21:45 

 

Signed………………………………………. Date……………………………………… 

 

https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1510/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1381/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V0125/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/V1225/LDP

