Draft Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday 22 June 2026 at 7.00pm
Venue: Room F1, WADS Community Centre, Wootton
Present
Parish Councillors: Mike Page (Chair), Sarah Rusby (Vice-Chair), Monica Littleboy, Richard Bahu, Mark Rusby and Vicki Talbot
County Councillor: James Plumb
In Attendance
Clerk: Laurie-Jane Cann
Members of the Public: Nick Cross

FC/26/001 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Cllr Pat Lane-Evans and District Cllr Dr Robert Clegg.

FC/26/002 – Declarations of Interest, Dispensations, Gifts and Hospitality
No declarations of interest, dispensations, gifts or hospitality were made.

FC/26/003 – Public Participation
Mr Nick Cross expressed concern regarding noise arising from activities at Dalton Barracks. He stated that he considered there to be limited benefit to the local community and asked whether the Parish Council could continue to make representations wherever possible to mitigate the impact of the nuisance. Mr Cross indicated that he would be willing to assist the Parish Council where appropriate.
The Chair provided an overview of the actions undertaken by the Parish Council to date, noting that members are fully aware of the impact that events at Dalton Barracks can have on the local community. Approximately two years ago, the Parish Council worked alongside the District Council's Environmental Health Team in response to several particularly noisy events. A Noise Abatement Notice was subsequently served on the Army.
Members noted that, as a result, the number of noise-generating events permitted each year is now limited to 14. The Chair explained that the legislation under which the notice was served considers both the persistence and volume of noise.
The Parish Council continues to engage regularly with Army representatives, who are invited to attend Parish Council meetings, alongside other liaison arrangements. The Council also attends events where appropriate to monitor their impact on the local community.
Concerns regarding the Firework Extravaganza were previously raised with MP Layla Moran, who advised that she did not consider further intervention necessary at that time.
The Parish Council will continue to monitor events and report any nuisance or disruption where appropriate.
Cllr R Bahu advised that the future redevelopment of Dalton Barracks is likely to further reduce the number of events taking place at the site.
Cllr M Page added that the indicative programme of events over the next two to three years is expected to reduce further as preparations for redevelopment progress. The Parish Council remains committed to maintaining regular liaison with Barracks management, monitoring nuisance issues and attending Safety Advisory Group (SAG) meetings where appropriate to represent the interests of residents.

FC/26/004 – Reports from External Representatives and Liaison Officers
Written reports were received from County Cllr James Plumb and District Cllr Dr Robert Clegg.
It was agreed that Cllr Plumb will attend the forthcoming meeting to discuss heavy traffic on Barrow Road and the possible repair and preservation of the stone walls.
Cllr V Talbot asked whether Oxfordshire County Council would consider replacing the Shippon village entry gate whilst similar works are being undertaken in Gozzard's Ford. County Cllr Plumb agreed to make enquiries and report back.
Members discussed the new cycle route markings. General feedback suggested that, although the markings form part of the Highway Code, some road users may not fully understand their purpose. It was suggested that explanatory communications from the Highway Authority may be beneficial.
Cllr Bahu commented that consistency of markings along the cycle route to Abingdon would improve understanding and usability. Members acknowledged that the overarching objective of the scheme is to encourage increased cycle use.
County Cllr Plumb agreed to circulate information received from the Highways Department regarding the scheme.
Cllr S Rusby enquired whether any additional flood prevention measures were planned for Blackhorse Lane, Cothill. County Cllr Plumb agreed to investigate and report back.

FC/26/005 – Approval of Minutes
Proposed: Cllr M Page
Seconded: Cllr S Rusby
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the previous Full Council Meeting be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
To Note: Cllr V Talbot sought clarification that she would act as a lead councillor for highways matters, as discussed at the May 2026 meeting. This was confirmed.

FC/26/006 – Clerk's Report and Matters Arising
The Clerk's report was received and noted.
Actions Arising: The Clerk will continue to issue holding responses to suppliers and service providers whilst bank access is transferred to the new Clerk and banking arrangements are fully operational.

FC/26/007 – Finance
Proposed: Cllr M Littleboy
Seconded: Cllr S Rusby
RESOLVED:
a) That the financial reports be received and noted.
b) That the schedule of payments be approved.
c) That receipts received be noted.
To Note: Cllr M Littleboy noted that two invoices from MRH Services had not been included within the current payment schedule but had been received by the Clerk.

FC/26/008 – Planning Matters
Application Considered:
Planning Application Consultation P26/V1836/HH, 90 Barrow Road, Shippon, Abingdon, OX13 6JQ.
Decision:
No comments were made at the meeting.
Cllr V Talbot requested a site visit and will submit any observations prior to the consultation deadline of 17 July 2026.
Action: The Clerk will arrange a Planning Committee meeting.

FC/26/009 – Community CPR and AED Awareness Session
RESOLVED: That the update be received and noted and that arrangements continue for the delivery of a Community CPR and AED Awareness Session in September 2026.

FC/26/010 – Biodiversity Working Group Update
RESOLVED: That the update be received and noted.
To Note: Cllr S Rusby confirmed that the next step will be to establish a Working Group to develop an implementation plan based on the recommendations contained within the report provided by Roselle Chapman, Nature Recovery Officer, Climate and Biodiversity Team, South and Vale District Councils.

FC/26/011 – Microsoft 365 Migration Business Case
Proposed: Cllr R Bahu
Seconded: Cllr V Talbot
RESOLVED:
a) That the Microsoft 365 migration be approved.
b) That the Clerk be authorised to implement the migration.
c) That the associated expenditure be approved.
d) That delegated authority be granted to the Clerk in consultation with the Chair to progress the project.

FC/26/012 – Shippon Village Gate Repair
Proposed: Cllr M Page
Seconded: Cllr V Talbot
RESOLVED: That MRH Services be appointed to undertake the repair works and that the Clerk be authorised to make the necessary arrangements.
To Note: The works will only be commissioned if confirmation is received from the Highway Authority that it will not undertake the repair.

FC/26/013 – Governance Review and Project Management Framework
Proposed: Cllr R Bahu
Seconded: Cllr S Rusby
RESOLVED:
a) That the Scheme of Delegation be adopted.
b) That the Protocol be adopted.
c) That the Governance Process be adopted.
d) That the Project Approval Form be approved.
e) That the Project Plan Template be approved.
f) That all future projects be managed in accordance with the approved governance process.
To Note: Cllr R Bahu requested that version numbers be added to all existing and future governance documentation.

FC/26/014 – Community Orchard Project
Proposed: Cllr M Rusby
Seconded: Cllr R Bahu
RESOLVED:
a) That the Community Orchard Project be approved in principle.
b) That the grant application be approved.
c) That site consultation be approved.
d) That the proposed design and planting plan be approved.
e) That the proposed fencing, watering and delivery requirements be supported in principle.
f) That funding be allocated as appropriate.
g) That the Clerk be authorised to make the necessary arrangements.
h) That the project be managed in accordance with the approved Project Governance Framework.
To Note: Cllr V Talbot sought clarification regarding potential increases in project costs and how these would be managed. Members of the Community Orchard Working Group confirmed that the agreed governance and project management framework would be followed throughout the project.
Cllr M Littleboy noted that only 11 volunteers had responded to the initial consultation, comprising eight volunteers willing to assist with planting and three volunteers willing to assist with watering.

FC/26/015 – Councillor Reports
Reports were received from councillors.
Cllr R Bahu
Cllr Bahu provided a written report regarding the Dalton Barracks Development and ongoing engagement with the Defence Infrastructure Organisation. He also provided a verbal update regarding the potential implications of Joint Local Plan 2 and its likely impact on the area.
Members noted that the Parish Council's immediate priority remains the progression of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr S Rusby
Cllr Rusby provided a verbal update and advised that there were currently no significant developments regarding liaison with Dalton Barracks.
Members noted that Cothill Fest is scheduled to take place on 23 August 2026 and that a grant application will be submitted to the Parish Council, as in previous years.
Cllr M Littleboy
Cllr Littleboy reported that Caloo had replaced the Body Twist play equipment at Sandleigh Recreation Ground on 22 June 2026.
The outdoor gym equipment was inspected and found to be in good condition. It was noted that drainage holes appear to have been installed in an incorrect position; however, these could be rectified if required.
A request had also been made to BGG to cut the overgrown verges throughout the Parish. These are particularly long at the top of Lansdowne Road. 
Cllr M Rusby
Cllr Rusby provided an update on the Parish Council's new Speedwatch camera.
The equipment was reported to be functioning effectively and was straightforward to use. However, Members noted that mandatory training must be completed before Speedwatch sessions can be undertaken in conjunction with Thames Valley Police.
The training cannot take place until after 30 June 2026 due to the trainer's annual leave. Whilst the Parish Council remains able to undertake sessions using existing loan equipment, this will need to be returned now that the Council has received its own device.
Cllr V Talbot
Cllr Talbot requested an update regarding overhanging vegetation on Barrow Road.
The Chair confirmed that letters would be issued to affected householders, in accordance with the Council's previous agreement.

FC/26/016 – Correspondence
RESOLVED: That correspondence received since the previous meeting be noted.

FC/26/017 – Items for Future Agendas
The following items were requested for inclusion on a future agenda:
· Replacement of the Queen's Green canopy tree in Shippon Churchyard.
· Replacement of three dead trees planted as part of the Queen's Green canopy within Sandleigh Recreation Ground. 
No decisions were taken under this item.

FC/26/018 – Date of Next Meeting
RESOLVED: That the following meeting dates be approved, with venues to be confirmed:
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· Thursday 6 August 2026 
· Thursday 17 September 2026 
· Thursday 29 October 2026 
· Thursday 10 December 2026 
· Thursday 21 January 2027 
· Thursday 4 March 2027
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